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III. Rejection of claims 



Attorney's Docket No.: 10982103-1 
Amendment dated Jan. 13, 2004 
Reply to Office action dated Oct. 22, 2003 



The Examiner has rejected claims 1-10, 22-29, and 31 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over 
Hedberg (U.S. 6,41 1,275) in view of Suso (U.S. 6,069,648). The Examiner also has rejected 
claim 30 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Hedberg in view of Suso and Sekine (U.S. 
5,861,916). 

The attached Declaration under 37 CFR § 1.131 establishes that Applicant had 
conceived the subject matter recited in the pending claims in this country prior to prior to 
Hedberg's effective filing date (i.e., December 23, 1998) and diligently reduced this subject 
matter to practice from a time prior to Hedberg's effective filing date up to the date of 
reduction to practice, at least to the extent of the pertinent portion of Hedberg's disclosure 
relied upon by the Examiner. 

The attached Declaration under 37 CFR § 1.131 includes the dates of acts relied upon 
to establish diligence, as requested by the Examiner in the Office action dated March 15, 
2004. 

Therefore, Hedberg is not prior art and the Examiner's rejection of claims 1-10, 22- 
29, and 3 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Hedberg in view of Suso should be withdrawn. For 
the same reason, the Examiner's rejection of claim 30 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Hedberg 
in view of Suso and Sekine should be withdrawn. 



IV. Conclusion 



For the reasons explained above, all of the pending claims are now in condition for 
allowance and should be allowed. 

Charge any excess fees or apply any credits to Deposit Account No. 08-2025. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Date: April 15,2004 




Edmfard Garcia 
Reg. No. 38,461 
Telephone No.: (650) 631-6591 



Please direct all correspondence to: 



Hewlett-Packard Company 

Intellectual Property Administration 

Legal Department, M/S 35 

P.O. Box 272400 

Fort Collins, CO 80528-9599 



